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strictly tabooed whilst spirits are in the village. While the
drums are beating the farewell roll the spirits are addressed,
entreated to go, and bidden farewell. The words of the
address are brief: " O spirits, go away; we shall not go.
We will remain." This solemn farewell is intended to drive
away the strong spirits, the spirits that can walk. But next
day, in the forenoon, there is a second farewell ceremony
when the drums are again beaten. It is called the^#z ioba,
or chasing away the lame, and is intended to rid the village
of women and children, the weak and the crippled. It is
performed in the same manner, by the same beat, and with
the same words. To the beating of the drums the procession
moves through the whole of the village till it comes to the
point where the road leading to Tuma (the underworld of the
dead) is believed to start. There the drums cease, and the
ghosts depart in silence to their own place in the underworld.
This concludes the Trobriand Feast of All Souls.1
In East Shantung, a province of China, the people believe
that the souls of their dead return to their old home on the
eve of New Year's Day, and they make preparations for the
ghostly visitors. The ghosts are supposed to return riding
ghostly horses, so before each door a block of wood is laid,
to which the ghost may tie up his horse before he enters the
dwelling, and straws are spread out in the yard to serve as
fodder for the steed. On the evening of the second day the
spirits of the dead are reconducted to their graves by the
family, who let off fireworks by the way, doubtless to light
the ghosts on their journey to their long home.2 Again, in
Kan-sou, another province of China, the spirits of the dead
are thought to return to their old homes for three days at
New Year. At the end of the three days they receive a formal
notice in writing to depart In this the family explains to
them that they are too poor to maintain them in comfort any
longer, and that the spirits will find more comfortable quarters
in heaven or in the temple. To console them for their
enforced departure the spirits are informed that they will be
welcomed home again on the thirteenth of the month, to
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